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What does it mean to actually belong to the church? ,\‘ ,\‘
N

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.In him the whole building is joined together and

1) You Belong to God’s Family: Ephesians 2:19-22 &\

rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
-Ephesians 2:19-22

You can attend church for years and still live disconnected
from God's design for spiritual growth.

2) This Is What the Church Looks Like in Real Life: Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.

-Acts 2:42-47

Four Rhythms of the Early Church

1. Apostles’
2.

3. Breaking of
4 I

We connect through shared responsibility.
Working toward a goal together. Being needed.
Shoulder to shoulder, not face to face.
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Why did the Early Church grow?

It grew because they were —to , to )
to

3) Every Man Matters: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles,
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

-1 Corinthians 12:12-13

Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye,
I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the
whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear,
where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one

of them, just as he wanted them to be.
@ -1 Corinthians 12:15-18

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I
don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are

indispensable, -1 Corinthians 12:21-22 { ,‘

But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there
should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now
you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
-1 Corinthians 12:24-27

When men disengage, the church loses strength!

Proximity doesn't produce strength. does.
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Discussion Questions

1.What part of tonight’s teaching stood out to you
most?

2.Where do men most commonly drift toward
isolation?

3.What excuses tend to keep men from serving?

4. What is one step you could realistically take in
the next month?

5.How can this group help encourage or hold one
another accountable?

Spiritual Gift Assessment Link

Additional Reading_

LETTERS TO THE CHURCH




