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Guardrails for Reading Revelation Well

Two Responses to Revelation

1) Some tend to ____________ this book.

The Second Coming

FOUNDATIONS
SESSION 10

2) Some tend to ___________ this book.

 “The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to

everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the
one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take

to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”
-Revelation 1:1-3

The book of Revelation is ____________________!

The Bible

God’s great ________________________ to bring mankind into
______________________ with Him.

1) We have to remember the ___________.

A: The First Genre: 

John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia.
-Revelation 1:4

B: The Second Genre: 

Around 17% of the time the words prophecy, prophesy, or to
prophesy are used, the verses are in the context of a prediction.
More often than not (over 83% of the time), prophecy is about

who God is, what God desires, what God demands of us.
-Shane Wood
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But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father.

-Revelation 24:36

“In the book of Revelation every number, color, animal, and piece
of furniture symbolizes something.” -Shane Wood

C: The Third Genre:

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon
and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.
The great dragon was hurled down- that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads

the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
-Revelation 12:7-9

2) We have to remember _____________.

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven
golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a
robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head
was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like

bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  In his right hand
he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face

was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.
-Revelation 1:12-17

The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the
 seven lampstands are the seven churches.

-Revelation 1:20

A: What is the context around the verse itself?

B: What is the context of this symbol in the entire book of Revelation

C: How is this symbol used in the Old Testament?
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“By my count, in the 404 verses in the Book of Revelation, there
are over 516 allusions to the Old Testament. That means there is

over one allusion to the Old Testament in every single verse.”
-Shane Wood

Among the lampstands was someone
like a son of man, dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with a

golden sash around his chest. The hair
on his head was white like wool, as

white as snow, and his eyes were like
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze

glowing in a furnace,
Revelation 1:13-15

As I looked, thrones were set in place,
    and the Ancient of Days took his seat.

His clothing was as white as snow;
    the hair of his head was white like wool.

Daniel 7:9
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And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God

himself will be with them and be their God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of

things has passed away.
Revelation 21:3-4

Timelines and Structure

Progression Recapitulation

Recapitulation is the ____________ of the ________ events from a
different ________________ with a different purpose commonly
involving intensification. 

VS.

Seven Seals: The Perspective of Spiritual Security

Seven Trumpets: The Perspective of Evangelism

Seven Bowls: Perspective of Ethics

Because of Revelation, we know
how the story ends. Jesus stands
victorious and death is defeated!

That truth should give us strength
as we face a broken sinful world.



52

FOUNDATIONS
SESSION 10

Discussion Questions

1) What has been your experience with the book of Revelation?
Have you read the book before? What were your first impressions?

2) Why is understanding the genre and context important for
interpretation? What do you lose when you ignore these two
things?

4) Think about a present difficulty you are currently going through.
How does the book of Revelation provide comfort in the face of that
challenge?

3) Today you learned about the tool of the Old Testament when
interpreting symbols in Revelation. Your job as a table is to
investigate the symbol of a lamb in Revelation 5:6. Read the verse
and then read Isaiah 53:1-7.  Who are these seven verses about and
how does Isaiah 53:7 point forward to Revelation?

Want to Dive Deeper? Looking for a Bible Study?


