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LETTER FROM KEITH

“Be strong and courageous...”
- God to Joshua

Joshua is someone you’ve probably heard of but don’t know much about. He can sometimes be over-
shadowed in the Old Testament by men like Abraham, Moses, and David. However, Joshua should stand
out as a man that has an impeccable reputation and character.

Joshua happens to be one of my favorite persons in the Bible. There are several reasons:

e He was Moses’ assistant.

¢ He would go into the Tent of Meeting (where God would meet with Moses) and STAY, even after
Moses left!

¢ He was brave and came back from spying on the Land of Canaan with faith in God knowing they
could win any battle.

* Nothing negative is ever written about him.

¢ He shares his name with Jesus (or Jeshua).

* He takes over leadership of God’s people, taking them into the promised land.

We are going to spend the next 8 weeks watching Joshua lead the Israelites with great strength, cour-
age, and boldness. Joshua obviously has big shoes to fill and, even though he has been Moses’ right-
hand-man for several decades, there may have been some hesitation. Maybe it was self-doubt, or
concern that the people wouldn’t follow him, but whatever it was, God’s words were apparently worth
repeating, “Be strong and courageous!” And what would be the source of Joshua’s strength and cour-
age? God would be with him.

God is also with us and we, just like Joshua, need to be strong and courageous in this life. We need to
be bold and willing to move forward in our faith, move forward in our mission, taking bold steps to be
the church this community desperately needs!

Let’s face it, there are times when fear gets the best of us. When we find ourselves shrinking away from
a conversation in which we really should stand firm and be bold, God is with us! The Holy Spirit is with
us and we don’t have to be afraid! My prayer is that we will take some cues from Joshua in our own lives
and be bold in our walk with Jesus.

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
2 Timothy 1:7 ESV

Blessings,

Keith



MAY 5 | WEEK'5 | BOLD PURITY: ACHAN'S SIN [JOSHUA 7]
CONNECT QUESTION

1. As achild in school or at home, what was the one thing you most consistently got
in trouble for?

2. How would you define sin? Who are the parties involved and how do we know
when sin has been committed?

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

1. Read Joshua 7:11 and Joshua 7:20-21. What is the command given by God and how
do we see Achan sinning?

2. The first characteristic of sin that we are going to talk about today is that sin does
not stay private. Read Joshua 7:14-18 and Luke 8:17. How do these two verses
compare and how do they relate to sin?

3. Canyou think of a moment in history when a sin was committed in secret but then
was later brought into the light? Why do you think God brought that sin into the
light?

4. One of the ways that our sin gets out is by impacting the people around us. Here’s
the second characteristic of sin that we need to talk about today. Sin doesn’t stay
personal. Sin has a way of bleeding out and impacting the community around us.
Read Joshua 7:1-5. How did Achan’s personal sin impact the community of Israel?
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5. Read Numbers 32:23. Sin has a way of finding us out. Read the list of sins below.
How could these sins, if done in private, impact one’s surrounding community?

a. Stealing

b. Drunkenness
¢. Pornography
d. Greed

e. Envy

6. This leads to our final characteristic of sin. Sin brings destruction. Because of
Achan’s sin, he lost his life (7:25) along with thirty-six of his fellow Israelites. Read
James 1:14-15. Based on this verse, where does sin ultimately end up taking us?

HOPE QUESTIONS

This week is going to look a little different for this final section. Because the content this week has been
relatively heavy, we want to end our time today talking about hope.

1. Read 1 Timothy 1:15. How does this verse bring hope in light of our struggle with sin?
2. Read Psalm 103:12-13. How do these verses bring hope in light of our struggle with sin?

3. Read Romans 8:1-2. How do these verses bring hope in light of our struggle with sin?

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER & THE MISSION OF THE WEEK

[Spend some time praying with your Life Group. When asking for requests, try to keep the focus on personal
praises/requests that relate to people in the group.]

Show-Me Christian Youth Home

Going beyond the limits of traditional foster care, children living at Show-Me Christian Youth Home receive
therapeutic benefits from specialized programs in a Christ-centered, family environment. Working together,
they help each child—physically, academically, emotionally, and spiritually—overcome the struggles of their past
and prepare for a successful future. showmehelpingkids.com On Saturday, May 18, love others well and join us
as we will travel to Show-Me for a Serve Saturday. For more information, visit wentzvillecc.org/serveday.
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This week is going to look a little different. The book of Joshua is filled with tricky questions and one of the
biggest questions can be found in our text this week. How do we make sense of God commanding the death of
the Canaanites? How do we make sense of God ordering the Israelites to kill everyone including women and
children? How do we make sense of God taking the land that belonged to one people group and giving it to
another? These are big questions! The goal of today’s session is to find a resolution to these questions. Unlike
other weeks of our Joshua series, there will be no connect or application questions. We ask that this week you
make it a priority to work through every question listed below and then take questions afterward. If there’s
ever a question asked that you feel like you can’t answer, write them down and send them to me! You can reach
me at alex@wentzvillecc.org. Thanks, everyone!

1. Read Joshua 10:28-40. What is the pattern you see in these verses?

2. Why can these verses be troublesome for someone trying to understand the loving
God displayed in the Bible?

3. InourlJoshua 10 text, we see God giving the land inhabited by the Canaanites over
to the Israelites. Whose land is it? Who does the land ultimately belong to? Read
Genesis 1:1-13 for an answer.

4. What was God’s ultimate purpose for the land? What did He desire to come from the
land and how did the Israelites play a part in that plan? Read Genesis 12:1-3 for an
answer.

5. Before we talk about the death of the Canaanites, let’s talk about the Canaanite
cultureitself. Read Deuteronomy 12:28-32. What do we learn about the Canaanites
and what do we learn about the Israelites?




6. The Canaanite culture was sinning against our holy God. What happens when we
sin against our holy God? Read Romans 6:23 for an answer.

7. Even though the Israelites were also sinful, God planned to use their lineage to
bring forth a Savior. The Israelites also had embedded into their culture a practice
of animal sacrifice. These animals absorbed the sins of the people so that they
could have a relationship with holy God. Read Hebrews 9:11-15. How is Jesus
similar and greater to the animals sacrificed in the Old Testament?

8. How has your view of sin and our Savior changed through our study today?

9. What questions do you have from our study today?

[Spend some time praying with your Life Group. When asking for requests, try to keep the focus on personal
praises/requests that relate to people in the group.]

Daniel & Kelsey

Daniel & Kelsey serve in a closed country in North Africa where they are leading others to Christ while helping

to run a rock-climbing business as their reason for being in the country. They live there with their two young

children. Please pray that they are able to continue to change lives through the power of the Holy Spirit

working through them and in the people around them. -
7



MAY 19 | WEEK7 | BOLD UNITY: THE ALTER IN THE EAST [JOSHUA 22]
CONNECT QUESTION

1. As a child or teen, what groups did you find yourself hanging out with? What
“cliques” were you a part of? How were your friend’s personalities similar to yours?

2. Think of your friends right now. What shared commonalities do you have with them?
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2. Read Numbers 32:1-5 and then jump ahead reading verses 16-19. How do we see
the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh striving for unity with the other tribes?

3. At Wentazville Christian Church, you can find examples of “rivers” on a Sunday morning.
Not literal streams of water but divisions and distance that are naturally created. For
example, our youth group and elementary students meet upstairs. Maybe you’ve
never crossed that river and walked upstairs before. On a Sunday morning, what are
the types of people you don’t usually interact with? How are they different from you
in age, life stage, hobbies, and interests?

4. What is lost when the different groups don’t interact with one another at WCC?
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5. Explain in your own words what is happening between the tribes in these three
chunks of text. Have one person read Joshua 22:10-13, have a second person read
Joshua 22:14-20, and have a third person read Joshua 22:21-27.

6. Where do we see examples of unity, compassion, and hospitality between God’s
people within these seventeen verses?

CHANGE QUESTIONS

1. We defined rivers earlier as divisions and distance that is created within God’s people.
Looking at the Church globally, there are thousands of different cultures and ethnicities
worshiping Christ. What could be gained when these cultures and ethnicities come
together to learn from one another?

2. What are some ways you could partner and mentor the children and youth of the
church?

3. Is there someone you need to correct and admonish because of their false beliefs?
What would it look like to have a posture of grace and truth in your conversation with
them?

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER & THE MISSION OF THE WEEK

[Spend some time praying with your Life Group. When asking for requests, try to keep the focus on personal
praises/requests that relate to people in the group.]

HOPE Ministries Food Pantry
HOPE provides families in St. Charles county assistance with food and physical needs. You can donate non-
perishable food items to this ministry by visiting the food cart in the WCC café. Take home a bag and bring it

back with the items requested for the month.
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MAY 26 | WEEKS | BOLD OBEDIENCE [JOSHUA 23 & 24]
CONNECT QUESTION

1. What were some highlights from this Joshua series for you? What stuck out to you
from the sermons and life group material?

2. What are some occupations and relationships where promise-keeping is vital?
What happens in those contexts if a promise isn’t kept?

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

1. As we wrap up our Joshua series, we are going to zero in on one specific verse from
our text this week. We’re going to start our group off by reading this verse. Read
Joshua 23:14. What are some examples we’ve seen in the book of Joshua of God
keeping his promise?

2. Have someone read Numbers 23:19. How does this verse strengthen the idea that
God keeps his promises?

3. Assign these ten verses to different members of your group. Read the verse out loud
and then write below what the promise is that God is making. Verses: Deuteronomy
31:8, Psalm 32:8, Psalm 34:17, Psalm 136:1, Isaiah 41:10, Matthew 11:28-29, John
3:16-17, Romans 8:28, Philippians 1:5-6, and 1 John 1:9.

a. f.
b. g.
C. h.
d. i.
e. j.
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4. The famous preacher D.L. Moody was quoted saying, “God never made a promise
that was too good to be true.” Just like the Israelites in the Old Testament,
sometimes the promises of God can feel too good to be true. Looking at the list

above, for you, what promise is hardest to believe?

5. Read Joshua 23:15-16. These verses teach us that there is pain when we walk away
from God'’s promises. Looking at the list of ten above, how can we bring pain upon

ourselves when we walk away from these ten promises?

CHANGE QUESTIONS

1. As we wrap up the spring and begin the summer, what are some ways your faith
has grown over the past few months through this Joshua series?

2. Out of the ten promises listed above, what is one promise you can meditate on
over the summer months?
a. Maeditation can look like memorization, repetition of the verse as you go about your
day, and chewing on its meaning in your brain.

3. What is one way you can look more like Joshua in your walk with God?

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER & THE MISSION OF THE WEEK

[Spend some time praying with your Life Group. When asking for requests, try to keep the focus on personal
praises/requests that relate to people in the group.]

Pioneer Bible Translators - Nathan and Amy Tuley

Pioneer Bible Translators® exists to disciple the Bibleless, mobilizing God’s people to provide enduring access
to God’s Word. Their vision is to see transformed lives through God’s Word in every language. Nathan and
Amy work with all of PBT through the website, IT, and editing so the gospel can be shared with the world.

pioneerbible.org.
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May 18 Serve Saturday
Show-Me Christian Youth Home
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