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LETTER FROM KEITH
Hey church family!

Thank you for joining us on our journey through Core52. Every week is a chance for us to spend 
about 15 minutes a day growing in our understanding of God’s Word and raising our Biblical 
IQ…not just for the sake of knowing facts, but for life transformation. I hope you will find ways 
to dig into God’s Word with your church family and with your family at home.

Core52 is sort of a “choose your own adventure” type of experience. The more you engage, the 
more you are going to get out of it. Here are some ways you can get involved:
Attend worship services at WCC and hear sermons related to Core52 each week
Watch a weekly summary video from Mark Moore [Author/Teacher] at wentzvillecc.org/core52
Read 1 chapter from the Core52 book each week [paperback available at WCC, digital available 
on Kindle]

• Engage with the daily activities and memory verses at the end of each chapter
• Read and discuss this workbook with your Life Group each week
• Read the Student Core52 book with your teenage or elementary children

My challenge to our church family is to “GO BIG!” Really strive to dig into this material, listen 
to the videos, attend church each week, get personal with your Life Group, read and memorize 
Scripture, try some of the challenges…and lead your children to do the same! The adage is true 
for Core52: “you only get out of it what you put into it.” SO GO BIG!

Since you are reading this letter as part of our Life Group Discussion Guide, let me encourage 
you: If you are in a Life Group, do your best to be an example to your group by encouraging 
and spurring one another on to GO BIG. Remember to practice grace and love as you do this!

If you aren’t in a Life Group, reach out to Kurt Charlton to get in one. It’s never too late and 
being in a small group is a chance for you to be cared for, challenged, and loved! I’m excited 
and am praying for God to do some amazing things through this Core 52 adventure! I’m so glad 
we get to do this together!

KEITH COMP
Lead Minister



INSERT GRAPHIC!!!



MATTHEW 5:11-12
11Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

MATTHEW 5:20
For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

MATTHEW 6:9-13
9This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
10your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread.
12And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’

MATTHEW 6:19-21
19Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

MATTHEW 7:12
So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets.

MEMORY VERSES [NIV]
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FEB 5 |  WEEK 18  |  BLESSEDNESS  [MATTHEW 5:11-12]
CONNECT QUESTIONS

1. Do you feel you are a blessed person? What blessings have you received from 
God?

2.	 What	people,	places,	or	activities	bring	you	happiness?	Why?
3.	 When	have	you	been	able	 to	find	happiness	or	blessings	 in	 the	midst	of	a	bad	

situation?

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

1.	 	Read	Matthew	5:3-12.	Which	of	these	beatitudes	seem	to	be	the	most	counter-
cultural today? Why do you think these are odd to hear today? 

a. Poor in spirit [5:3]
b. Mourn [5:4]
c. Meek [5:5]
d. Hunger and thirst for righteousness [5:6]
e. Merciful [5:7]
f. Pure in heart [5:8]
g. Peacemakers [5:9]
h. Persecuted [5:10]

2.		What	do	you	think	is	the	difference	between	being	happy	and	being	blessed? 

3.	 	 Read	Matthew	5:10-11	 again.	Why	 are	 the	phrases	 “because	of	 righteousness”	
[5:10]	and	“because	of	me”	[5:11]	so	important?
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4.		Read	Matthew	5:12	again.	Why	should	we	rejoice	and	be	glad	in	this	world?	When	
have	you	seen	people	live	this	sort	of	way? 

5.		How	does	the	life	of	Jesus	exemplify	his	definitions	of	happiness,	joy,	being	blessed? 

6.		How	do	you	think	Jesus’	definition	of	being	blessed	is	different	from	the	world’s	
definition? 

7.	 	 Read	 John	 16:33.	 How	 does	 this	 relate	 to	 the	 beatitudes	 Jesus	 taught	 in	 the	
beginning	of	his	ministry?	How	does	it	bring	encouragement	today?

CHANGE QUESTIONS

1.	 If	Jesus	were	to	sit	down	with	you	today,	what	warnings	do	you	think	he	would	
give?

2.	 What	encouragement	do	you	think	he	would	give	to	you	as	you	may	face	persecution	
or	trouble	in	this	world?

3.	 What	steps	can	you	take	to	be	more	aligned	with	Jesus’	teaching	in	the	beatitudes?
4.	 [OPTIONAL]	Visit	www.icommittopray.com	[Voice	of	the	Martyrs].	Read	one	story	

of	a	Christian	who	is	currently	suffering	persecution.	Pray	for	that	person	each	day	
this	week.

PRAY FOR ONE-ANOTHER
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FEB 12  |  WEEK 19  |  DEEPER MORALITY  [MATTHEW 5:20]
CONNECT QUESTIONS

1.	 When	have	you	seen	someone	do	the	wrong	thing	for	the	right	reason?
2.	 When	have	you	seen	someone	do	the	right	thing	for	the	wrong	reason?
3.	 When	have	you	been	forced	to	do	something	you	did	not	want	to	do	and	eventually	

enjoyed	doing	it?

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

1.		Read	Matthew	5:17-19.	Why	do	you	think	Jesus	sets	the	foundation	of	his	sermon	
by	talking	about	the	laws	and	commands	of	the	Old	Testament?

2.	 	 Read	Matthew	5:20.	Why	 is	 it	 so	 shocking	 that	 Jesus	would	 say	 this	 about	 the	
Pharisees? 

3.		Why	do	you	think	the	Pharisees	were	so	despised	by	Jesus	and	others?	What	did	
they	do	that	was	so	wrong?

4.		The	New	Testament	often	speaks	poorly	about	Pharisees,	and	for	good	reasons.	But	
what	did	they	do	that	was	good?
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5.	 	 Discuss	 and	 explain	 the	 tension	 in	 this	 statement	 “we	 are	 not	 saved	 by	 our	
righteousness,	but	we	are	called	to	be	righteous.”	[See	Ephesians	2:8-10] 

6.	 	Read	Titus	3:1-8.	Where	does	this	passage	show	that	we	are	called	to	be	good/
righteous?	Where	does	it	show	that	being	good/righteous	is	not	what	saves	us? 

7.		Which	do	you	think	is	more	important:	having	the	right	actions	or	the	right	motives?	
Which	one	is	Jesus	encouraging	through	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount? 

8.	 	 OPTIONAL:	 Discuss	 and	 explain	 the	 topics	 Jesus	 discusses	 in	Matthew	 5:21-48.	
Which	ones	do	you	feel	convicted	to	work	on	as	you	seek	to	deepen	your	morality? 

CHANGE QUESTIONS

1.	 How	can	you	become	more	righteous	in	your	thoughts?	Words?	Actions?
2.	 When	have	you	been	hypocritical	and	missed	the	heart	of	what	God	desires?
3.	 In	what	areas	of	your	life	do	you	need	to	have	better	motives?	In	what	areas	do	

you	need	to	have	better	actions?

PRAY FOR ONE-ANOTHER
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FEB 19  |  WEEK 20  |  PRAYER  [MATTHEW 6:9-13]
PERSONAL REFLECTION

Rate	yourself	on	a	scale	of	1-10	as	it	relates	to	your	personal	prayer	time:

Frequency  [never]  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10       [always]
Length  [tweet]  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10       [novel]
Depth  [puddle]	 1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10							[ocean	floor]
Honesty  [closed book] 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10       [open book]
Praise  [never]  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10       [Psalmist]
Thanksgiving [demanding] 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10       [always thankful]
Focus  [selfish]		 1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10							[others]

BREAKDOWN - THE LORD’S PRAYER [MATTHEW 6:9-13]
Go	through	the	following	4	steps	for	each	section	of	the	Lord’s	Prayer.
Spend	time	as	a	group	learning,	reflecting,	and	discussing	each	part	of	the	prayer.	

1.		RECITE:											Say the verse out loud as a group
2.		REPHRASE:				Rewrite the verse in your own words and share with the group
3.		RELATE:											Explain how the prayer type should be used in your personal prayer life
4.		READ:		 										Mark Moore’s insights on each phrase [pg. 134-138]

FATHER	-	Leverage	Your	Connection	[6:9]
Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	your	name,

1.		RECITE:		    
2.		REPHRASE:				

3.		RELATE:	 						    
4.		READ:			 
                  

KINGDOM	-	Embrace	God’s	Agenda	[6:10]
your	kingdom	come,	your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.

1.		RECITE:		    
2.		REPHRASE:				

3.		RELATE:	 						    
4.		READ:			        



11Week 20  |  PrayerCore52

GIVE	-	Acquire	Resources	[6:11]
Give us today our daily bread.

1.		RECITE:		    
2.		REPHRASE:				

3.		RELATE:	 						    
4.		READ:			 
  

     
FORGIVE	-	Remove	Barriers	[6:12]

And	forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	also	have	forgiven	our	debtors.
1.		RECITE:		    
2.		REPHRASE:				

3.		RELATE:	 						    
4.		READ:			 

       
DELIVER	-	Follow	a	Guide	[6:13]

And	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	the	evil	one.
1.		RECITE:		    
2.		REPHRASE:				

3.		RELATE:	 						    
4.		READ:			 
        
           
       

CHANGE QUESTIONS

1.	 What	are	some	barriers	that	keep	you	from	praying?	How	can	you	overcome	them?
2.	 How	can	you	keep	your	prayer	time	from	being	stale	or	repetitive?
3.	 When	will	you	pray	this	week?	How	will	your	prayers	be	different?

PRAY FOR ONE-ANOTHER
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FEB 26  |  WEEK 21  |  MONEY  [MATTHEW 6:19-21]
CONNECT QUESTIONS

1. When have you had something ruined because of rust, decay, pests, etc.?
2.	 What	 is	 something	 you	 own	 that	 you	would	 have	 a	 very	 hard	 time	 lending	 to	

someone?
3. Why do you think people are so uneasy about the topic of money at church?

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

1.		Why	are	sermons	and	conversations	about	money	so	important	for	Christians? 

2.	 	 Read	 Matthew	 6:19-21.	 What	 are	 “treasures	 on	 earth”	 and	 why	 are	 they	 so	
destructive	to	one’s	faith?	[See	Mark	10:25]

3.		What	are	“treasures	in	heaven”	and	how	can	we	store	them	up? 

4.		Since	money	is	amoral,	what	do	you	think	is	the	core	problem	Jesus	is	hinting	at	
when	he	talks	about	money? 
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5.		Read	Matthew	6:22-23.	Why	do	you	think	Jesus	uses	the	illustration	of	the	eyes	and	
the	body	in	this	section? 

6.		Read	Matthew	6:24.	What	do	you	think	this	means?	Why	would	Jesus	put	this	so	
bluntly	and	say	this	is	an	either/or	decision? 

7.		Browse	through	the	next	section	in	Matthew	6:25-34.	Why	do	you	think	this	is	the	
next	topic	Jesus	talks	about?	How	is	it	related	to	our	discussion	today? 

8.	 	OPTIONAL:	Read	Acts	5:1-11.	How	did	generosity	done	in	a	bad	way	turn	into	a	
tragedy? 

CHANGE QUESTIONS

1.	 If	Jesus	were	to	analyze	your	lifestyle,	what	would	he	conclude	your	“treasure”	is?
2.	 What	do	you	feel	God	is	prompting	you	to	do	as	a	next	step	toward	generosity?
3.	 How	can	you	invest	in	eternal	heavenly	treasures	this	week?

PRAY FOR ONE-ANOTHER
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MAR 5 |  WEEK 22  |  GOLDEN RULE  [MATTHEW 7:12]
CONNECT QUESTIONS

1. When have you done something mean to another person and you instantly 
regretted	it?

2.	 When	has	someone	treated	you	well	even	though	they	had	no	reason	to?
3.	 When	have	you	been	a	“good	Samaritan”	and	helped	someone	in	need?

COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

1.		Read	the	first	paragraph	of	chapter	22	in	Core52	[pg.	147].	How	is	the	Silver	Rule	
different	from	the	Golden	Rule?	[See	also	Leviticus	19:18] 

2.	 	How	does	Matthew	5:43-44	 correspond	with	 the	Golden	Rule?	What	are	 some	
examples	of	when	this	is	difficult	to	live	out? 

3.		Matthew	7:12	is	very	similar	to	another	statement	Jesus	makes	about	summarizing	
the	Law	and	the	Prophets	in	Matthew	22:37-40.	How	are	these	related? 
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4.	 	Matthew	7:12	 is	 considered	a	summary	of	 the	previous	sections	of	 the	Sermon	
on	 the	Mount.	Browse	 through	Chapters	 5-7.	 Summarize	 each	of	 the	 following	
sections	and	discuss	how	the	Golden	Rule	applies	to	each	one: 

a.	 Beatitudes -
b. Murder -
c. Adultery - 
d. Divorce - 
e. Oaths - 
f. Eye for Eye - 
g. Love for Enemies - 
h. Giving to the Needy - 
i. Prayer - 
j.	 Fasting - 
k.	 Judging	Others - 

5.		The	book	of	James	is	very	similar	to	the	content	found	in	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount.	
Read	James	1:26-27.	How	does	this	relate	to	the	Golden	Rule	and	the	topics	Jesus	
addressed	in	Matthew	5-7? 

6.	 	OPTIONAL:	Read	 through	 the	parable	of	 the	Good	 Samaritan	 in	 Luke	 10:25-37.	
Discuss	what	it	means	to	live	out	vs.	27.	How	does	Jesus’	story	illustrate	ways	we	
can live out the Golden Rule today? 

CHANGE QUESTIONS
1.	 In	what	situations	do	you	need	to	be	better	at	applying	the	“Silver	Rule”?
2.	 In	what	situations	do	you	need	to	be	better	at	applying	the	“Golden	Rule”?
3.	 Which	sections	of	Jesus’	sermon	[see	question	4	above]	do	you	need	to	work	on	

this	week?

PRAY FOR ONE-ANOTHER




